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New honors at Woodland Cemetery for 
Iowans who fought 19th-century wars 
Mike Rowley, Iowa View contributor.  Des Moines Register. Published 6:30 a.m. CT May 24, 2020 
 
Numerous 100- to 150-year-old graves that were not marked only weeks or a few months ago now have 240-
pound veteran stones. 
 
As the weather improves in this spring of COVID-19, restless but responsible Iowans are looking for places and 
ways to safely enjoy the season. With playgrounds, equipment and parking lots like Gray’s Lake roped off like a 
crime scene to keep people away, other areas have suddenly become more popular. 
 
One of increasing pedestrian traffic seems to be our local cemeteries, particularly those older ones that are not 
likely to still have many burials. Woodland Cemetery is within walking distance of the many who call downtown 
Des Moines home. This historic setting offers nearly 70 acres of cobblestone streets and is the final resting place 
for over 80,000. 
 

 
 
Oliver Perkins' monument stands tall among the trees at Woodland Cemetery, in Des Moines.  (Photo: Kelsey Kremer/The 
Register) 
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From the 38-ton obelisk marking the grave of Oliver Perkins that cost $12,000 in 1912 or the Savory mausoleum 
of one of Iowa’s early notable women, to the simple family-made marker for Infant J. Butorac, and everything in 
between there are images to inspire reflection for all. 
 
Recently visitors may have been doing a double take. This older cemetery that now averages only a handful of 
burials each year seems to have new gravestones emerging from the ground like spring tulips.  Numerous 100- to 
150-year-old graves that were not marked only weeks or a few months ago now have 240-pound veteran stones. 
 
Much of this has been the work of three generations of men. Retired firefighter Robert Niffenegger, 86, myself 
(retired vaccine sale representative Mike Rowley, 62), and NCMIC insurance employee Tim Rowley 33, along with 
assistance from Des Moines cemetery officials Ganesh Ganpat and John Woolson, have been researching, 
documenting and seeing that some of the previously unmarked veteran graves are now marked.  

 
What started as a 2020 one-year goal of marking at least five 
War of 1812 veterans' graves has in only a few months grown to 
nearly 30 graves of veterans from the War of 1812, the Mexican 
American War, the Civil War and the Spanish American War now 
having been marked or approved for marking. 
 
 

 
Eight new headstones for Iowa soldiers are seen in April 2020, ready for 
placement in the cemetery. (Photo: Mike Rowley/Special to the Register) 

 
These include Albert Lytle, Robert Dickens & William Early. All were of African descent.  There is William Buzick, a 
veteran of the War of 1812, and his son William, who was  a veteran of the Civil War. There is Grandison Able, 
who despite having served in both the Mexican American War and the Civil War had to elicit the help of a 
congressman to get him a $12-per-month pension. There is Benjamin Brown, who spent the last 17 years of his 
life at the Old Soldiers Home in Marshalltown. There is Dr. John Granville Kimball, who had several spouses and 
for whatever reasons was known as John Granville and John Kimball. There is Henry Moreland, who was born in 
England and rose to the rank of captain during the Civil War. There is Jacob Lee Englebert, who wrote many 
recollections for the Iowa State Register. Melville Wright enlisted as a private and rose in rank to captain before 
being wounded at the Battle of Pea Ridge. Dan S. Newsome was a young man who was married for only a month 
before leaving to serve in the Spanish American War. He soon died of infection at the age of 27. His wife was the 
first in the Iowa-Nebraska agency to draw a $12 pension. Sadly, she too would die, only 17 months later. Peter 
Holmes, of African descent, was forced to serve the Confederate Army early in the Civil War and was at Fort 
Sumter and Bull Run. He later served in the Union Army from 1862 to 1865.  
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The stones can only give a glimpse of the individuals they honor. The research and stories found to document 
them are often fascinating. These examples of service, sacrifice, stories and lessons exist in nearly every city and 
rural cemetery in Iowa and are just waiting to be rediscovered and shared with future generations. 
It is easy to get sidetracked while perusing old newspapers. 
 

   
 
 
 
contributed by Compatriot Mike Rowley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mike also noted that “Several of our fellow members have worked on projects to 
identify Iowa veterans of various wars and conflicts. Ron Rittel worked for years on 
the Last Civil War Veteran in every County in Iowa. Others have seen that every 
Revolutionary War veteran buried in Iowa is recorded. 
 

Taking a cue from past efforts of the Women's Relief Corp of SUVCW, 
members of the Iowa SAR Color Guard scattered flower petals on 
Veteran's graves in the GAR sections of Woodland and Glendale 
Cemetery in Des Moines, Iowa on Memorial Day 2020. 
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In 1923, the Des Moines Register published a story about 97-year-old Daniel Riley Gonder, Iowa’s last 
surviving veteran of the Mexican-American War.    contributed by Mike Rowley 
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“The Yellow Fever Outbreak of 1793:  Nine Lessons and Observations” 
Is history repeating itself?  Read this timely article from The Journal of the American Revolution 
https://allthingsliberty.com/2020/03/the-yellow-fever-outbreak-of-1793-nine-observations-and-
lessons/ 

 
Covid-19 Emergency Forces Changes 

 
Until further notice, all quarterly meetings of the IASSAR, GSW1812-Iowa, and SUVCW Dodge Camp 
#75 are cancelled. The IASSAR summer conference, usually held in June, also has been cancelled.  We 
encourage compatriots to take all precautions in order to remain healthy in the face of this worldwide 
emergency.  
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