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 The month of December is of course a time of family, food and many get 
togethers to celebrate the Christmas Season. It is also a time to remember our 
servicemen men and women and the sacrifices they have made and continue to 
make for our great nation. This coming Saturday December 14, 2013 is  
Wreaths Across America. All over the country we celebrate our veterans of all 
wars by laying wreaths on many of our veteran’s final resting places. I would 
encourage all our membership and their families if possible to participate in 
these activities. They are very significant and rewarding gesture to our military 
personnel that they are remembered in our hearts for their service in keeping 
our nation and its people’s free.  

 I and several members of our organization will be attending the Wreaths 
Across America event at the Iowa Veteran’s Cemetery in Van Meter. If you are 
able to come it is a very well done event that swells the heart with pride. There 
are other opportunities to participate in other parts of the state if you desire to 
stay closer to home. Contact your local VFW Chapter or local veterans 
organizations and they will be able to direct you to local events in your area. 

 Also at this time I would like to wish all our membership and their 
families a very Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year!  



 

 

 

The 200th Anniversary of the War of 1812 

As we enter 2014 there are many events that are of great significance in 
relation to the War of 1812 coming up. It was in 1814 that the United States 
was on the verge of winning and losing the war. In this the last but most 
horrific year of the war many bloody battles were to be fought. Some of these 
would lead to iconic moments that few Americans recall where or why they 
happened but they are forever a part of this 2nd American Revolution. 

In the summer of 1814 it was the British landing in Maryland and the 
Americans disastrous defeat at the Battle of Bladensburg that lead to the 
British advancing on and eventually burning Washington D.C. (known at that 
time as Washington City). President Monroe was forced to abandon the White 
House and flee west to avoid capture. Although necessary this act would prove 
an act of immeasurable fodder for the president’s critics. After Washington fell 
the British set the sights on the seaport city of Baltimore.  

Here with the odds stacked against the US forces the British were 
turned back with a modest show of force but a huge display of patriotism. The 



defense of Fort McHenry was and is a defining moment in united States  
history. Several battles would be fought but the most famous and lasting would 
be the Battle of New Orleans which was a drawn out campaign that started in 
December 1814 and would culminate on January 8, 1815 with the battle itself. 
The war would officially end on December 24, 1814 but word did not arrive of 
the armistice until February, 1815. 

                          Political Cartoons of the Age 

When the British made their advance on Washington panic gripped the 
city and many decided to flee not wanting to encounter the possible retribution 
of the British. It was feared by many that the British would burn and sack the 
city in retaliation for the burning of many Canadian towns and villages. The 
British forces did burn several buildings but primarily only those of the US 
government. The White House and Capital building were badly damaged. First 
Lady Dolly Madison saved the full length painting of George Washington by 
taking it down and rolling it up when she left. One of the few national treasures 
from the White House to survive. President Madison fled and was criticized 
strongly by many. The cartoon below is a depiction of him making a run for it 
while Washington burns.  

 

 



 

 



War of 1812 Artifact: 
 

 

 

 

A .64 caliber flintlock pistol manufactured  by the British during the 
American Revolution but more likely used at the time of the War of 1812. A 
weapon with a very limited range that would have been effective at 50 yards or 
less. Most likely carried by an officer or dragoon during the war. 

Remember Our Website  

http://www.iowa1812.org 



Remember to Recruit New Compatriots 
I would like to remind all members of our organization to recruit new 

members to our group. I have had a couple of potential members ask me 
questions about how to join and answered their questions and concerns about 
filling out the forms. Please be open and offer assistance to these potential new 
members in their quest to join us. The standard flies higher and further with 
more men to carry it!  

Profile of a Patriot 
John Martin Granger was a patriot in two wars of American 

Independence. He served through a great portion of the American Revolution 
and after the war remained in the US military. He served his country again 
helping maintain that independence during the War of 1812. His sense of 
patriotism and duty were well known and inspired 4 of his sons to also serve 
their country during the War of 1812. 

 

Research from his GG Grandson; Leonard Granger 

 

John served in the military in Mass., 1777. John Martin Granger was in Captain 
Fowler's company of Colonel Morley's regiment of Mass troops. He was 5 ft 7 
inches in height and with brown hair. (Page 102, Launcelot Granger of Newbury, 
Mass. and Suffield, Conn. A genealogical History by James N. Granger.) He may 
have been under age when he enlisted and had been living with parents in Conn. 
which became his home of record. 

Granger, John. List of men raised for the term of 8 months to fill deficiencies in 
quota of men raised to serve for 3 years and during the war; engaged for town of 
Southwick; joined Col. Nixon's regt.; arrived at Fishkill June 15, 1778; also, 
descriptive list of men raised in Hampshire Co., agreeable to resolve of June 9, 
1779; Capt. Fowler's co., Col. Moseley's regt.; age, 18 yrs.; stature, 5 ft. 7 in.; 
complexion, light; hair, brown; credited to town of Southwick; term, 8 months, to 



expire Jan. ‐, 1780; delivered to Ensign E. White. Granger, John. Private, Capt. 
Timothy Paige's co., Col. John Rand's regt.; enlisted July 5, 1780; discharged Oct. 
10, 1780; service, 3 mos. 15 days, travel included, at West Point; company raised 
for 3 months. Roll sworn to in Worcester Co. 
John served in the military again in New York. On 15 June, 1778 he went to 
Fishkill. N Y and joined the regiment of General Putman, enlisting for three years. 
His prior service home of record in Conn. remained in records. 

John Martin Granger was awarded in 1790, a land grant for his military service as 
per the following record. The location of land grant may have been in Washington 
County, New York where the family lived until 1840. Revolutionary War Bounty 
Land Grants: Awarded by L.D. Bockstruck pub. 1996 p. 208 GRANGER, JOHN NY 
PRIVATE 8 JUL 1790 600 ACRES * This information taken from The Balloting Book 
and Other Documents Relating to Military Bounty Lands in the State of New York 
pub 1825 Albany ''...NYS bought land from the Onandaga and Cayuga Nations in 
1788 and 1789 and later from the Oneida and Tuscarawa. The Indians had 
supported the British during the Revolution. Within 3 days after the final 
purchases from the Indians, NY held the balloting for distributing the land. The 
name of each veteran was written on a slip of paper and put in a box. The name 
of each lot was written on another slip of paper and placed in a separate box. As a 
slip was drawn from each box, they were matched as the veteran's land who then 
received patents to their land on condition the land be settled within 7 years. The 
veteran also had to pay for a land survey. A private got 500 acres. 

John applied for a military pension in Ft Ann, N Y, 1835. John Martin Granger 
begins receiving a military pension. Abstracts of Revolutionary War Pension Files 
Vol. II p. 1402 GRANGER, JOHN CT LINE cert. #19334 was issued to soldier 13 Dec 
1824 at $8.00 per month and at that time he was living in Washington County, NY 
New York Pensioners, 1835 Record Name: John Granger Rank: Private County: 
Washington Annual Allowance: 96.00 Sums received: 886.39 Description of 
service: Connecticut line When placed on the pension roll: 13 Dec 1824 
Commencement of pension: 11 June 1824 Laws under which inscribed, increased, 
or reduced or remarks. none U.S. Government ‐‐ 



 

 

WAR OF 1812 PENSIONERS 
by Virgil D. White  
Vol. 2 
p.852 
GRANGER, CHESTER , ELIZABETH (GREEEN) 
WC 9162  
m.12 Aug 1810 Washington Co., NY 
soldier died 19 Oct 1869 Greenwich, NY 
served as PVT in F. Haskin's Co. NY MIL 
lived Warren Co., NY 
widow lived Washington Co., NY 1871 and Fort Miller, NY 1878 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WAR OF 1812 PENSIONERS 
by Virgil D. White 
Vol. 2 
p.852 
GRANGER, LESTER 
SC 23370  
soldier died about 1882 
served Captain Franklin Haskin's C. NY MIL 
lived Cattaraugus and Allegany Cos., NY 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WAR OF 1812 PENSIONERS 
by Virgil D. White 
Vol. 2 
p. 852 
GRANGER, MARTIN 
SO34422 
served Capt. Franklin Haskin's Co. NY MIL 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Also found one for their father, John Martin for his service in the Revolution. 
 
THE PENSION ROLL OF 1835 
Vol. 2 
p.346 
GRANGER, JOHN  
PVT 
annual allowance 96.00 
sums rec'd.  886.39 
service  CT LINE 



when placed on pension roll  13 Dec. 1824  
Commencement of pension   11 June 1824 
age   74 
 
 
The Balloting Book shows that John Granger, Sixth Co., Second Reg't. led by Capt. Theodosius 
Fowler, was awarded 600 acres (Lot 92) in the Township of Hector, NY in the Military Tract. 

 

Thank-you to Compatriot Mike Rowley for this submission. 


