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My apologies to all the Compatriots and loyal readers of our newsletter 
for missing the August issue. Time constraints and other obligations made it 
difficult to put out an edition at that time. Please let this issue help make up for 
that shortfall. 

 We had our annual meeting this past June and had no changes made to 
our list of officers. The meeting was held in conjunction with the Sons of the 
American Revolution in Iowa at the Urbandale Library. Compatriot Dan 
Rittel was selected as the outstanding member of the General Society War of 
1812 in Iowa for 2013 for his faithful service with our website. 
Congratulations Dan! 

 A large part of our business should be the continued education of the 
public concerning the War of 1812 and the documentation of our soldiers 
sailors and marines laid to rest in our state/area. We must honor them by 
researching and caring for their final resting places. I have been informed that 
although the VA has or is in the process of removing the necessary family 
member signature for the headstone request form it has not been done as yet. 
Once this has been resolved I believe there will be more an opportunity for us 
to pursue new headstones for our War of 1812 compatriots! 

 



The War of 1812 on Primetime 

The genealogical program “Who do you think you are?” profiled the 
actor Chris O’Donnell’s family on August 20, 2013. It was an informative 
episode concerning military history and Chris’s family’s role in it. Namely Mr. 
O’Donnell discovers that not only was his 3 times great grandfather a veteran 
of the Mexican-American War but that his cavalry saber is preserved at the 
Smithsonian in Washington D.C. . He was quite overcome to see the saber and 
the staff at the Smithsonian actually let him hold it. Of further interest was the 
discovery that Mr. O’Donnell’s 5 times great grandfather was living in 
Baltimore in the early 1800’s and joined the sea fencibles during the War of 
1812. Additional research shows that this ancestor in the sea fencibles was 
stationed at Ft. McHenry and was present during the British attack in August 
1814. The National Park Service ranger showed great patience in explaining 
the attack and the eyewitness who penned the poem about the Star Spangled 
Banner. The significance of this moment in history seemed to be lost on Mr. 
O’Donnell as it is on most Americans sadly. Nevertheless it was a great episode 
and I would encourage all those with an interest in genealogy and history to 
watch the program. The fourth season ended in early September but I believe 
you can see the programs on TLC’s website. The TLC network has already said 
a fifth season is in the works. 

 

 



Political Cartoon of the Age 

During the War of 1812 always present in the minds of the soldiers on 
both sides but especially the American soldiers was the fear of fighting against 
the native Indians. Several Indian tribes aligned themselves with the British in 
the hopes of regaining land that had been lost in unfair treaties or simply taken 
away from them by the American government in the years preceding the War of 
1812. The greatest fear of the Americans was for their forces to be 
overwhelmed and a massacre to follow. Stories of the mutilation of men, women 
and children at the hands of the British’s Indian allies were made known in all 
the newspapers of the day. Some were contrived and nothing more than stories 
but some were based on fact. The British needed this fear to help offset inferior 
numbers they had in their ranks. Below is a cartoon showing a British officer 
encouraging the scalping of American soldiers and offering rewards. 

 

 

 

 

 



War of 1812 Artifact 

The war of 1812 was not fought with huge armies and because of this relics 
from the battlefields are found in very limited quantities. On occasion however 
some rare and amazing pieces are found. The breastplate below was found in 
the area of the Battle of Queenstown Heights fought on October 13, 1812. US 
forces experienced early success but poor planning and a British/Canadian 
counterattack turned the day against the American forces. This breastplate 
belonged to a member of the Glengarry Light Infantry. A Canadian militia unit 
that was made up primarily from immigrants from Glengarry, Scotland that 
fought alongside the British regulars in many fierce War of 1812 battles. 

 

 

 



The Uniform of the Glengarry Light Infantry 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



War of 1812 : A Different Point of View 
 

 

 



 



 



 



 



Article submitted to the Editor by Compatriot David Lamb. Article appeared in 

the Legion Magazine. The Legion Magazine is a Canadian publication that id 

distributed to the veterans of that nation much like our VFW media.  

Revolutionary War Soldier Documented In Iowa  

 

 



Compatriot Mike Rowley documented the 42nd Revolutionary War Veteran 
laid to rest in the state of Iowa. Patriot Soldier Matrom Elmore served in the 
Virginia Line during the war and passed away after 1840 in Lee County. He is 
the 5th Great Grandfather to Compatriot Rowley and 6th to his sons Tim and 
David Rowley also members of our order. Congratulations to the Rowley 
Family on this amazing genealogical find! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 


